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win, and if they did not win this year, the party
would fail. Evidently there was considerable
opposition, for when L. II. Weller moved to
make the temporary organization permanent,
some one objected, although G-eneral Weaver
had just stated that he would not accept the
chairmanship unless the action was unanimous.
He was also a member of the committee on reso-
lutions which by a vote of seven to three recom-
mended that the delegates to the national
convention "do all in their power to secure a
union of all reform forces on a common ticket
or a platform embodying the fundamental prin-
ciples of the Omaha platform and in addition
recommend the adoption of the initiative and
referendum." The minority report omitted all
reference to the union of reform forces. A
motion was made and carried by acclamation
that General "Weaver should be one of the dele-
gates at large to the national convention.804

In the national convention Senator William
V. Allen of Nebraska and General Weaver were
the "foremost advocates" of the nomination of
Bryan by the Populists. Their opponents were
largely Southern delegates who were hostile to
the Democracy as the dominant party in their
section. There were also some northern Popu-
lists who feared that the endorsement of Bryan
would mean the disappearance, of their party
as a distinct organization: the Iowa delegation